Know Before
You Go

As you head from Adventureland to
Frontierland, you will spot the reds and
browns of a mountain looming ahead that
periodically sends plumes of water high into
the air. You guessed it—Splash Mountain. This
is considered to be one of Magic Kingdom’s
“E-ticket” rides, one of the most popular
rides. (The term refers to a time when a ticket
was required for each ride. You purchased
ticket books that used A through E lettering.
The A rides were the least popular attractions,
while the E rides were the most popular
ones.)

Splash Mountain is a log or flume ride that
follows Br’er Rabbit as he tries to outwit
Br'er Fox and Br’er Bear. The ride culminates
in a huge drop. Be sure to note the warning
outside the ride:“You may get wet.” That’s not
a joke—you will. In some cases you will get
soaked! There is a height requirement as well.
So those who should sit out this ride are little
ones, those afraid of heights, and family
members who don’t want to get wet.

If you need to separate, Disney has installed a
great place for the little ones to play near the
ride’s entrance, called the Laughing Place
Playground. If the wait is significant, take the
little one over to Tom Sawyer Island.

For the faith lesson, make sure you pay
attention to all the characters in the ride. See
if your family can pick up on the story. Like so
many things at Disney World, there’s a story in
“them thar hills.”

Bible Truth

The Bible is filled with stories
that are designed for our
learning and guidance.We
just need to dig in and learn
the lessons
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Connect It

Did you catch the story!? What happened?
What are the names of the characters you
saw!?

The main characters are Br’er Rabbit, Brler
Fox, and Br’er Bear. (Brler is an old Southern
expression meaning “brother” and has nothing
to do with the “briar” patch.) You may have
noticed there are other Br’ers as well. There’s
also a Sis Possum and her children. You may
not know that the main story is based on the
1946 Disney movie, The Song of the South, but
the Imagineers have expanded the story far
beyond the original movie.

Imagineering Vice President Patrick Brennan
was on the team who built the Tokyo version
of Splash Mountain. He gave us some insight
on the story behind the story.

"We had something called 'Critter Tales." It
is a very long and elaborate book of
almost all the critters that could have lived
in Critter Country [the name of the
section of Disneyland where Splash
Mountain sits]. Br'er Fox and Br’er Rabbit
were the stars of that story.We used that
as a design tool as we developed the rest
of the detail of that attraction, the

Restaurants the merchandise, locations,
and everything else. It's part of that
process."

In other words, they refer to a story that
gives them examples of what belongs in
the ride. Patrick said that almost
everything they design has a backstory.

That’s true for us too. As believers, we
have lots of stories we can draw on. They
are all in the Bible.The apostle Paul tells us
that this is exactly how Christians should
view the Scriptures.

I Corinthians 10:11-12

Those things happened to them as
examples for us. They were written
down to warn us who are living at the
time when God’s work is being
completed. So be careful. When you
think you are standing firm, you might
fall.

Discuss It

As the Imagineers use
backstory to help them tell a
story, how can we view the
“back stories” of the Bible in
shaping our lives?

What are some examples for
right living in the Bible?

How about negative
examples?

How does this change the
way we view the stories,
especially the stories of the
Old Testament!?

Can Mom and Dad think of a
way they have used a Bible
story to serve as a guide for
their lives?




